	This leaflet is to inform you of what we will be learning in school this half term.

We trust that you will help and support us in your child’s learning experience.
We have suggested a few ideas you might like to try with your child and of course feel free to try out your own ideas!
We hope this leaflet is of help to you.

Thanks for your support.
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Look what we are learning about this half term:
	Communication and Language.   Literacy.

· Letters :previously taught sounds plus-, sh, r, j, v, y, w, th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk - find words and objects with these sounds, recognise words in the environment.  
· Writing both names from memory.  Move onto writing simple words when ready by sounding out e.g m-a-t mat, d-o-g dog.
· Looking at stories, including turning pages, pointing to words, talking about pictures and attempting to read.
· Recognising story settings, events and characters – through traditional/fairy tales.  Retelling stories, using language from the book, suggesting how they might end, or what might happen next.  
· Comprehension of a story- predicting what it might be about, clarifying new vocabulary and retelling the story, answering how /why
· Word of the week/ Key words of the week (High frequency words)
Maths.

· Recognising, ordering and writing numbers 0-10 and beyond.
· Mastery of number knowledge 0-10- count me out… tell me about.. 
can you make that amount on your fingers… what 2 numbers make that amount? Eg 5 + 1= 6 

Number bonds to 5
· Counting up to 10 with 1-1 correspondence. For example, counting the stairs as you walk up them, counting steps along the street.
· 1 more or 1 less than a number to 20
· Go on a 3D shape hunt, look for cubes, cuboids, cylinders, spheres, cones e.g. cereal boxes, tubes, containers, toy boxes and balls. 
· Matching and sorting activities - pairing socks by colour, size, pattern and setting the table e.g. plates, forks, spoons.
· Talk about, recognise and recreate simple patterns.

Expressive Arts and Design

· Diwali- Henna hand printing, food tasting.  

· Sketching animals using pencils.
· Making Christmas cards, gifts & winter display around a book.
· Colour mixing – to create different shades and tones.
	Understanding the World
· Looking at different types of animals, e.g. wild, farm, sealife, mini-beasts, where they live (habitats) and what they like to eat.  
· Patterns and camouflage – how different animals hide from danger.
· Diwali – Festival of light, we will look at a different culture e.g. India - food, clothes – how their lives are different to ours.
· Changes in season – Winter.       Remembrance Day.      Christmas. 
Physical Development 

· Gymnastics including travelling, balancing, rolling, stretching and jumping off apparatus safely.  Moving onto linking movements together smoothly with a partner.

· Dressing and undressing independently including putting shoes on the correct feet and fastening buttons and zips. 

· To continue to develop fine motor skills e.g. cutting, folding, pencil grip, dough, disco finger gym
Personal, Social and Emotional Development. (New PSHE Scheme)
· I’m Special, You’re Special.  Same and Different families/ homes
· Being a good friend, looking after each other and including everyone in games when playing. I am caring
· Talking about feelings (circle time) e.g. happy, sad, excited, angry, worried, upset. Putting themselves in someone else’s place – How their words and actions affect others.
· R.E. –Diwali and Judaism (other faith)     
· Branch 2: Prophecy and Promise – Advent is a time of waiting for the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  The children will learn about the story of the Nativity and the special gifts Jesus received. 
             Exploring how musical instruments can change sound.  Playing 

             Musical instruments.

We also follow children’s interests from their observations in class and links with home. Please let us know on Tapestry if your child has a particular interest. 



Ideas to do at home


Hide and find number cards, letters from their name & keywords.


Find objects around home to match to a chosen letter.


Sounding out words and blending together to read simple words.


Write for different purposes.  For example, Christmas card, party invitations, shopping lists and letter to Father Christmas.


Practise writing their full name.  Next steps: Then family members & friends.  When ready labels and captions to match pictures/drawings e.g. cat, dog. 


Keep practising getting dressed and undressed independently, especially tights, socks, shoes and coats. 


Listen to stories, talk about the characters and what they were like. Suggest how the story might end. What might happen next?


Maths Mastery of numbers 0-10. Looking for numerals around the environment. Counting out objects. 


1 more/ less than a number to 10


Number bonds to 5 eg 5+0= 5, 4 + 1 = 5. Five is made of....


Match 2D & 3D shapes to objects around house.  Wrap objects up.  Can they guess what you have hidden? Talk about what shapes they can see within 3D shapes, e.g. a cone has a circle on the bottom. Talk about number of sides and corners.


Play skittles, counting how many you knock down and how many are left standing.














